


T MASTERS SECTION

NATIONAL MASTERS - SHEFFIELD
23rd-25th October 1998

Twenty-six Erith masters travelled to Sheffield in October '98 to compete at
the Ponds Forge pool. Over the weekend there were some impressive performances
in the pool, and some serious socialising.

The masters took part in a wide variety of events and unlike many of the
larger clubs we entered two teams in many of the team events.

After an entertaining train journey to Sheffield, the competition started well
for Erith on Friday evening with a P.B for Freda Ross and Claire Ross in the 100m
Butterfly, gaining bronze and silver medals respectively. Mum to be, Jenny Newton
swam the 400m freestyle, and Claire Sweeney the 200m breaststroke, both swim-
ming well.

Following a good night out most people managed to get to the pool for the
morning session. Luciana Cowell just missed out on a medal in the 100m breast-
stroke, but Alison Nye got a silver.

The men's 100m breaststroke was an interesting spectacle with Chris Spence
and Shaun Smith in the same heat. There was a faulty start, which not all the swim-
mers heard. The officials were eventually persuaded to restart the event after a
5-minute break and the competition continued without further delay. When even-
tually Tim Wilkes swam he just missed out on a medal.

The ladies 50m butterfly saw some of our youngsters swimming against some
tough competition, and Mark Russell and Richard Wilding only just missed out on
the medals. Trevor Holmes and Dennis Vick swam well, unfortunately due to an
injury Trevor was unable to compete in any more events.

Less people arrived at Ponds Forge early for the Sunday morning session in
which Claire Sweeney had an excellant swim to take a gold medal.

Tim Wilkes swam well in the 50m breaststroke and so did Luciana Cowell in
. the women's event to get a bronze medal.

The 4x50m men's freestyle team 110-119 yrs got a bronze medal and the
women's 120-159 yrs 4x50m freestyle team won gold, with all four swimmers swim-
ming faster than they ever had done before.

The competition in the 50m freestyle was hot, with many Erith swimmers
setting personal best times and Alison Nye set a new British record in her age
group.

The teams performed well in the last session of these championships with
bronze medals for the men's 120-159 yrs and 110-119 yrs medley tearns. The ladies
took silver medals in the 120-159 yrs medley team.

Everybody who went to Sheffield enjoyed themselves with the majority of
swimmers setting personal best times and the number of medals won was awesome.

If you are interested in competing in Sheffield this year, then please see me
for details.

Alison Nye



~ EDITOR'S NOTE.

I hope all members have found my newsletter interesting and informative.

My thanks to all team managers and officials for supplying me with all
information needed, without which there would be no newsletter.

I intend for the next newsletter to go to print by mid-June. To ensure the
smooth running of each three monthly issue, I would be grateful for all
information to be passed on to me as and when it happens to save any last minute
rush.

Paul Nicholls

SPLCIAL NOTICES

SAFETY OUTSIDE THE POOL

With lighter evenings approaching, could we please remind all children and
parents that we now have speeding traffic passing.

* PLEASE USE EXTREME CARE WHEN CROSSING THE ROAD *

WE DO NOT WANT ANYBODY INJURED OR WORSE!
The Management Committee

ANNUAL GALA FAMILY RELAY

Annual gala finals night on the 13th June will see the return of our Annual
Gala Family Relay, this year taking a new format:

RULES AS FOLLOWS:

1. Relay to be swum as a 3x1 freestyle relay
2. Entry fee = £1 per family
3. Minimum one parent and one child (one or both being a club

member) per family team, 3rd swimmer can be either parent or
swimmer (member or non-member).

This "FUN" event is open to all members of the club, no matter what level
you swim at. The aim being to entice more families to finals night and to finish the
proceedings in a light hearted manner.

A very shiny trophy will be presented to the winning team. Let's have as
many entries as possible, please!

Please give your £1 entry fee 1o either of your club captains, Paul Nicholls or
Lisa Burdett.

See you there,

John Burdett
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